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COUNTY FISCAL LETTER (CFL) 08/09-10

TO: COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
IHSS PROGRAM MANAGERS
IHSS PUBLIC AUTHORITIES
COUNTY FISCAL OFFICERS

SUBJECT: IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES (IHSS) ADVISORY
COMMITTEE EXPENDITURES

REFERENCE: CFL NO. 00/01-48 DATED DECEMBER 22, 2000; CFL NO. 06/07-02
DATED JULY 7, 2006

This CFL is to remind counties that funding is allocated each fiscal year specifically for the direct
support of the IHSS Advisory Committees. The authority for and the functions of the IHSS
Advisory Committees are established in Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 12301.3

and 12301.4. The role of the Advisory Committee is to provide ongoing advice and
recommendations regarding IHSS to the county board of supervisors, or any administrative
body in the county that is related to the delivery and administration of IHSS.

Funds appropriated for the IHSS Advisory Committees are made available for the Committee’s
use, provided that those expenditures are used as intended under state statute and meet the
federal requirements for the use of Title XIX funds, and in accordance with the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-87. The federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services concur with the California Department of Social Services on the use of Title XIX funds
for the administrative expenditures listed below. Administrative costs are defined by the Manual
of Policies and Procedures Section 25-200.2 as “only those expenditures which are properly
claimable and necessary to efficient administration.” As with all county expenditures, funds
must be approved by the local Board of Supervisors.

Acceptable Advisory Committee expenditures include:

e Postage and general office supplies

Cost of photocopying/printing

Phones and phone conferencing equipment, computers, office furniture, office/room
rental

Internet access and website maintenance

Special equipment for the deaf/hearing impaired

Readers and/or alternate formats (e.g., Braille)

Translation/interpreter services

Compensation to attendants for members participating in meetings



Stipends, travel, mileage, parking fees

Training on Advisory Committee responsibilities and duties

Conference registration fees

Meeting facilitator

Costs to conduct surveys

Stalff time in support of the Advisory Committee

Membership dues to state or federal organizations

Newsletters

Resource Fairs/Outreach

Advertisement to recruit for committee vacancies or improve participation

Unacceptable Advisory Committee Expenditures

Assembly Bill 1682 established the formation of Advisory Committees specifically to provide
ongoing advice and recommendations to the county regarding the provision of IHSS. It was not
intended to provide for any direct services or benefits to consumers such as attendant services
not directly related to the Advisory Committee, or training for providers or consumers. In
addition, OMB Circular A-87 prohibits the use of federal funds for provider recognition events or
items such as small gifts, key chains, coffee mugs, or meals. While the procedures counties
employ to review and approve expenditures are at each county’s discretion, all costs claimed on
the County Expense Claim are subject to OMB Circular A-87 principles which mandate that all
costs be necessary and reasonable for the administration of the program.

Claiming

Program Code (PC) 023 captures costs associated with the IHSS Advisory Committees and are
tracked against the total IHSS allocation. Costs claimed to this code must be in accordance
with allowable activities defined in this CFL. IHSS Advisory Committee expenditures must not
be claimed to PC 025, IHSS Advisory Committee San Diego only, as this is no longer a valid
program code.

If you have any questions regarding this CFL, please direct them to the Fiscal Systems Bureau
electronic mailbox at fiscal.systems@dss.ca.gov.
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